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istration and SB 1 -- the Road
Repair & Accountability Act -contributing funding. They include Soquel-San Jose Road,
Glenwood Drive, Soquel Drive
at Aptos Street, and Laurel
Glen Road. Valencia Road at
Trout Gulch, the County's largest repair project, is nearing
completion.

riday, March 16 marked
the one-year anniversary of a
federal disaster declaration
for January 2017 storms. So
far, we’ve completed $20
million in debris removal and
road repairs, including several priority projects.
"By adopting repair guidelines and hiring additional staff
to work on obtaining quick project approvals, the Board of Supervisors has prioritized and expedited the storm recovery
process," Board Chair Zach Friend said.
"We still have a long road ahead of us, but
we have come a long way since last winter."

Glenwood Drive, then and now
17 winter storms caused more damage to
public infrastructure than any storm in history. The Federal Emergency Management
Agency eventually declared three major
storm disasters for Santa Cruz County,
with the Jan. 18-23 storm event impacting
major routes across the county.

Several smaller routes needed
to restore neighborhood access have also
been completed, including repairs on
Mountain Charlie Road, Canham Road,
Skyland Road, Green Valley Road, Jarvis
Road, China Grade and more. Other major
repairs, including Bear Creek Road and
Swanton Road, are underway.

With approximately $120 million in damage Several major repairs have concluded, with County officials estimate it will take several
years to repair all storm-related projects.
to more than 200 different sites, the 2016- both FEMA, the Federal Highway Admin-
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Need help buying groceries?
Apply for CalFresh

Hundreds seek chance at
Aptos affordable housing
With five deed-restricted Measure J units in
the Aptos Village project and five more to
come, hundreds of local residents attended
bilingual meetings to help orient people to
the process of entering a lottery for 1-, 2– or
3-bedroom apartment homes. The homes
are available to those earning up to 120
percent of area median income.

The start of MBCP was celebrated with the lighting
of a ceremonial lantern.

Monterey Bay
Community
Power launches
Monterey Bay Community Power, a
joint powers agreement between
Monterey Bay governments to provide renewable energy to commercial
and residential customers over
PG&E’s existing infrastructure, officially began operations March 1.
The kickoff was held in Monterey’s
historic City Hall, signaling the beginning of power delivery to commercial
customers in Santa Cruz, San Benito
and Monterey counties. Residential
delivery will follow this summer.
For more about MBCP, go to
www.mbcommunitypower.org. To
apply to participate in their citizen
advisory council and make a difference, click here.

Visit us on the web at
www.GetCalFresh.org,
or call 1-888-421-8080.
You may also visit us at:


1020 Emeline Ave.
Santa Cruz



18 W. Beach St.
Watsonville

Looking for something to do?
Whether you’re 8
or 85, the ‘18-’19
Parks Department’s Activity
Guide is a great
place to start.
Check it out!

New study highlights
local tech economy

2nd ‘Connecting the Drops’

A new report prepared by Beacon
Economics and commissioned by the
Santa Cruz County Workforce Development Board and Santa Cruz
Works demonstrates the value and
potential of Santa Cruz County's burgeoning tech industry.
"The Santa Cruz Tech Sector and
Ecosystem" outlines the benefits of
the growing local tech sector and
busts several myths, including drawing distinctions between tech cultures
in Santa Cruz and Silicon Valley.
While the number of local tech jobs
remains below peak levels achieved
prior to the Great Recession, the report shows technology to be a highpaying growth sector, with average
wages of $117,200.
Major local employers include Plantronics, Amazon and Looker. Top
tech jobs include software publishers, computer and electronic manufacturing, computer systems design,
and technical consulting services.
In addition, the report found that venture capital investment peaked in
Santa Cruz County in 2017, with
$192.7 million in deals. The sector
helps address Santa Cruz County's
affordability crisis, created by local
wages failing to keep pace with regional housing costs.
"The report notes how our tech ecosystem differs from those found in
Silicon Valley and San Francisco,"
said Santa Cruz County Workforce
Development Board Director Andy
Stone. "Our tech industry offers
workers a quality of life that cannot
be matched anywhere."

Citizen
Connect
We’ve always updating our awardwinning Citizen Connect app to give you
access to anytime, anywhere services.
Download Citizen Connect for iTunes
and Google Play.

Looking for employment?
www.santacruzcountyjobs.com

Working together to find real
solutions to local homelessness

Statewide, California’s housing crisis
has led to a dramatic rise in homelessness, and never have the ties between
a lack of affordable housing and homelessness been more clear.
State housing officials estimate the
state is 2.5 million to 4 million housing
units short of adequate supply, as
state permits for housing construction
have slowed. At the same time, homelessness has risen sharply, and a
quarter of the homeless persons in
America now reside in California. In
Los Angeles County alone, 58,000
people are homeless — a population
nearly equal to that of the city of Santa
Cruz.
Locally, the recent San Lorenzo Park
benchlands encampment has focused
attention on the problem. The County
is helping the fund the relocated camp,
an effort being organized and led by
the city of Santa Cruz. The County applauds and supports those efforts.
There is much work to be done in the
areas of housing, funding for homeless
services, improved services to support

those trying to get off the streets and in working to increase inpatient drug and
coordinating efforts across nonprofits
alcohol rehabilitation capacity in the
and other local governments.
county, and we are working to expand
mental health services. We have imOver the years, the County built hunplemented a $20 million Whole Person
dreds of affordable homes and encour- Care pilot program, which will help adages landlords to rent to homeless per- dress the multiple medical and mental
sons through the All-In Landlord Part- health issues faced by many homeless
nership, which offers landlords willing
persons. We are also working to
to rent to homeless persons rent and
reestablish a day services center to
property guarantees. We are also a
help place individuals on a path to stamajority funder of the winter shelter,
bility.
and are exploring new housing options
for homeless persons.
We also work closely with local governments and nonprofits to improve
Despite one of the lowest levels of fed- coordination of services to homeless
eral homelessness funding in the U.S., persons, including helping them find
we also partner with local cities to pay housing. We convene the Homeless
for a range of services, downtown out- Action Partnership and helped create
reach workers in downtown Santa
the “All In” Plan to address homelessCruz and mental health liaisons to
ness.
work with local police departments. We
also advocate for more state money to Homelessness is a complex issue, and
address homelessness. While the
solutions touch on many areas, from
funding hasn’t arrived yet, those efforts land use policies to health care to ecohave begun to pay off with SB2 and
nomic opportunity. To read more about
other state legislation.
our local homeless population, read
the biennial homeless census and surIn recent years, we have also dramati- vey.
cally expanded drug treatment are

Micro Business Summit returns to Cabrillo

HELPING HAND: The Department of Parks, Open
Space and Cultural Services
relies on support from staff
and volunteers. Right, Parks
Superintendant Eric Sturm
repaints a sign at Soquel Lions
Park. Below, volunteers from
the Regional Fire Academy
work on upgrades to Anna
Jean Cummings Park.
www.scparks.com

Meet Your Supervisor
John Leopold

Zach Friend

Ryan Coonerty

Greg Caput

District 1 includes Live
Oak, Summit Road
Soquel and parts of
Capitola and Santa Cruz.

District 2 includes
Aptos, Corralitos, part
of Capitola and the
South County coast.

District 3 includes
much of Santa Cruz
and the North Coast.

District 4 includes most
of Watsonville and the
Pajaro Valley.

Bruce
District 5 includes the
San Lorenzo Valley,
Scotts Valley and parts
of Santa Cruz.

Click on each supervisor to learn more about them and their responsibilities, including how to reach them during constituent office hours.

Quick Guide
Citizens rely on county government for many needed
services. Use this handy
guide to find who to call, or
come find us on the web at:
www.santacruzcounty.us.
Main Number
(831) 454-2000
Board of Supervisors
(831) 454-2200
Agricultural Commissioner
(831) 763-8080
Animal Services
(831) 454-7303
Assessor’s Office
(831) 454-2002
Benefits
(888) 421-8080
County Clerk/Elections
(831) 454-2060
Economic Development
(831) 454-2728

Cannabis Licensing Manager Robin Bolster-Grant address a crowd in Board
chambers on February 1. A Board vote on cannabis rules is likely in April.

Decision on cannabis rules near
as Board sets April 9 meeting

Environmental Health
(831) 454-2022
Health Services Agency
(831) 454-4800
Parks and Recreation
(831) 454-7900
Planning Department
(831) 454-2580
Public Works
(831) 454-2160
Recycling Information
(831) 454-2333
Sheriff/Coroner
(831) 471-1121
(call 911 if emergency)
Superior Court
(831) 763-8060
Tax Collections
(831) 454-2510

