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EMERGENCY REVIEW & PREPARATION



GOALS & OBJECTIVES

ÅREVIEW recent storm/evacuation

ÅUPDATE the community about debris 
flow risks

ÅUPDATE on monitoring procedures

ÅREVIEW/Feedback on evacuation 
notification and process



AGENDA

ÅDebris Flow TriggerREMINDER

ÅRecent Storm Event & Evacuation

ÅUPDATEDHazards and Risk Areas

ÅWho is at risk REMINDER

ÅCounty Steps to Protect Lives

ÅEvacuation planning REVIEW

ÅPublic Communication & 
Messaging

3Santa Cruz County, Winter 2016-17
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POST-FIRE DEBRIS FLOW RISKS
INITIAL ANALYSIS

ÅThe post-fire Watershed Emergency 
Response Team (WERT) preliminary 
report indicated a high probability of 
debris flows.

ÅMany areas downslope of the burn 
area haveevidence indicating past 
debris flows.



ÅThey are typically triggered 
by intenserainfall

ÅIntense rainfall saturates upper 
soil, hits water repellent 
layerrunning off before 
penetrating intodeeper soil 
layers creating a moving mass 
with trees and other debris 
that travels downslope.

ÅDebris flows cantravel more 
than 30 mph

REMINDER 
POST FIRE DEBRIS FLOWS
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Mountains
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